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: By Davids: Eroded 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

PHILADELPHIA, May 13 — There it was, right in 
front of your eyes, the whole history of the Democratic 
Party and the whole symbolism of its formula for suc- 
cess, all telescoped into one little scene. ’ 

Seated stiffly on the folding chair at the front of 
the tawdry second-floor dance hall called the Girard 
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Baltimore. „ e or w 

By Bart Barnes 

. ' Washington Post Staff Writer 

BALTIMORE, May 13— Baltimore, like- Washington, . 


. “We’re a funny; town,” says Barbara Mills, . secretary 
of the Activists for Fair Housing. “The people of power 
know how to say the right things and they lmow how; p' 
to act like they’re doing' the right things. But; it’s veryY-.Y; 
slow; nothing ever seems to get done.” \ 

Most city officials and civiLrights leaders, agree that 

See BALTIMORE, A4, Col. 1 
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MAYOR McKELDIN 
* . . seeks racial calm 
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Protestant, graduate of St. Andrew’s School 
See PHILADELPHIA, A6, Col. 1 
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MAYOR TATE 
. . election favorite 


fo\vn, v Conri., member of the 
Frier’s Senior Honor Society 
atjthe University, of Pennsyl- 
vania, trustee of Chestnut Hill 
Hospital, attorney at law, con- 
troller of the City of Philadel- 
phia for nine years until he 
resigned to seek the mayor- 
sl$. , 

;His father had run (unsuc-, 
cessfully) for Governor of 
Pennsylvania in 1930. An ear- 
lien ancestor, Judge Joseph 
Hemphill of Strawberry Man- 
sion, *1}^ biographyu,.potes, ; 
“helped Jefferson and later! 
Jackson in the formation of 
thfej Democratic. Party.” 

tp. the microphone stood 
th^'Democratic boss pf Phila- 
delphia, Francis ^ Raphael 
Sifiith, florid-faced and fleshy, . 
latest in a line of Irish-Cathq^ 
lie bosses who have run Phila- 
delphia and most of the other 
big-: cities for the Deihocrats.,.. 

Ahd there in the ballroom, 
were the 150 Negroes who, 
coinprise the flesh and -blood 
of* Jhe 14th Ward Democratic 
organization, proxies for the 
hundreds ' of thousands of 
other ghetto Negroes who 
make up . an ever-greater por- 
tion of the big city vote, where 
Democratic . candidates from 
Frariklin Roosevelt to Lyndon 
Johnson have" found their 
Winning majorities. 

Reminding the Faithful 

It was the, traditional pre- 
primary party, with free beer 
forjall, an occasion to remind 
the^aithful of what the Or- 
ganization means . to ' them. 
And Frank Smith was extoll- 
ing both his ■ candidate^ ior, 
mayor and himself. 

“I’m proud of the, fact,” he 
thuhdered, “that Frank Smith 
had- the wisdom, the courage 
and the guts to put a Negro 
in the Senate of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania for the 
first; time in history. 

“By God,” bellowed Frank 
Smith, his jowls quivering,, i 
“Pur not going to be-, the un- 
dertaker of the Democratic 
party. I’m going to give it 
life*” 

Ift • was -a - proud boast, , but 
.very; probably an empty one. 
Fob- unless those who claim to 
know Philadelphia politics are 
ahriost-jananimousiy • w ron g, 
Frank Smith's candidate will 
be beaten Tuesday by incum- 
bent; Democratic Mayor James 
H. tT: Tate. And either. Tate or 
Hemphill faces an uphill bat- 
tle/*in November against the 


• Republican- nominee, District; 
Attorney Arien SpOcter’ - 

\ynat has brought the Demo-i 
cratsr in ‘ Philadelphia ( to the 
brink' of disaster is v a split 

• among the vital elements of 
their urban coalition — the ma- 
chine, labor and the independ-, 

, ent liberals. 

ADA, Republicans 

< . The machine, or as much of 

it as Smith can control, is for 
Hemphill. But labor -— local,] 
state and national— has moved' 
‘ in massively behind Tate, with 
. money, manpower and even 
' l a rival political army - run * 1 for 
/ a fee by Matthew Reese, the 
giant West Virginian ,who : or- 
ganized his home state for 
. v John- F. Kennedy’s vital i960 
'primary victory' and later be- 
came registration director of 
the Democratic National Com- 
mittee. 

While-labor and the old-line 
• machine .battle ‘it* out in Tues- 
day’s primary,; the liberal, in- 
tellectual independents, rep- 
resented in Philadelphia by 
the thriving local chapter of 



Americans for Democratic Ac 


.... . . ■ . . 

tion, have taken^a^'plague :bn 
both your houses”; atUtudo. 



Democrat who is running as a 
Republican-in November in a 
“reform” ticket . including 
ADA leader Walter M. Phil- 
lips, other Democrats,, inde- 
. pendents and Negro -leaders. 

' With the Democratic organi- 
zation, labor and the liberals 
split three ways, Republicans 
have , a rare, opportunity in 
November tb break the Demo : 
crats’ 16-year hold on City 
Hall, despite the-fact tljiK|^re 
still outregistered ^by V 3-to-2 
margin. , , 

A svtyph inJcqntrgli df; the' 
Nation’s fourth-largeatj metro 
polls would have major con- 
sequences. Politicians say the 
mayor’s office is worth 100,- 
000 votes in ; a presidential 
contest. In.. 1968 most observ- 
ers believe, Lyndon B. John- 
son wilfi need, v,those- 100,000 
votes to Icairy. Pennsylvania. 

Familiar History 

' '• ■ 

The hope, in the Tate>'head- 
• quarters is that he can' “pull 
a- Wagner.” • Just- as New 
York’s former : Mayor Robert 
F. Wagner Jr. saved himself 
from what v seemed like' cer- 
tain defeat in 1961 by break- 
ing with, the bosses who had 
put him -in power and running 
for re-election as a reform 


candidate, so tneLTate mana- 
gers think, he can grab the 
label of reform from Specter 
by beating the remains of the 
Democratic: machine on Tues- 
day. *• j 

Thg Democratic' difficulties 
in Philadelphia reflect the at- 
trition . of racial and religious 
tensions and] the exhaustion 
of successive < layorless . lead- 
ership by the^unyeilding ’mass 
of urban problems. They also 
reflect the familiar history of 
a reform movement, that 
achieves initial ‘ success but 
loses the fire of Its first com- 
mitment. the longer It4 stays 
in power. \ 

* * In the post- World War II 
years, the Democrats broke 
the corrupt Republican ma- 
chine that had governed Phil- 
adelphia for-decades. - Under 
the leadership of V two aristo- 
cratic liberals, Joseph s'. Clark 
Jr; and Richardson Dilworth, 
the Democrats made Philadel- 
phia in the 1950s a .model of 
progressive city administra- 
tion. 

But troubles began piling 
up ; in J962. Clark had already 
left -City Hall for the Senate 
and Dilworth quit to run, un- 
successfully, . for . Governor.. 


His successor under the char-; 
ter was City Council President 
Tate, an aiqiatile but inarti- 
culate h Irish-Catholic ward 
leader who had ; , patiently ~t 
worked up the ladder of party 
preferment. \ 

, Tate lost the sympathy of 
, the liberals and independents 
•almost immediately- and was 
opposed by ADA’er Phillips 

I in the 1963 primary. Worse 
'problems came at the end of 
1963, shortly after Tate had 
been elected to his firsj; full 
term, with the death of Rep; 
William J. Green,. Jr.^. the 
talented and highly pragmatic 
Democratic boss. , ^ 
Fouh days aftev Gireen was 
buried,* Frank Smith put to- 
gether a majority on the city 
committee and— without so 
much as a nod to Tate, Clark 
or Dilworth —•had himself 

elected 1 , thenew x city Demo- 
cratic^ chairman. r 
Deprived of. state patronage 
by the. -Republican capture of . 
the governorship ini; ^962, in- : 
creasingly at . odds, jidfch the ] 
Mayor-, the city committee lost j 
iti power under Smith’s lead- 
ership. His candidates lost in 
the. Senate primary, in ,1964 
and the gubernatorial primary 
of 1966. And Republicans won 
both . races, in the; \ general 
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Damaging Defeat . 

The most, damaging defeat, 
however, 1 was J ini the Philadel- 
phia district attorney race in 
1965. Smith backed incumbent 
James Crumlish, despite pleas 
from Clark and others; that he 
give thb ; nomination to Spec- 
ter, an ambitious young’ Jew: 
ish vlawyer- who had worked 
v on the Warren Commission 
staff - and was- serving then as 
a deputy district attorney. : 

Balked by the . Democratic 
,bos s,, Specter was ; courted by 
Sen. Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) and 
Philadelphia Republican lead- 
er William Meehan. He ran 
for, district attorney on the 
Republican ticket, with ADA 
support, even though lie '.was 
then still ; . registered as a 
Democrat.' ‘He ,'won! by 35,000 
votes in a city ‘that? had given 
President Johnson ‘ a 421,000- 


that he would ‘ not support 
Ttate for re-election in-, *1967. 
A long search for. a Jewish 
Democrat to oppose Specter 
proved futile, and last. March 
, the v organization threw its 
support to Hemphill, a bland 






policies. 
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